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REMARKS 

By this Amendment, claims 1, 20, and 39 are amended and claims 41-60 are canceled 
without prejudice, leaving claims 2-19, 21-38, and 40 unchanged. 

On page 2 of the Office Action, the drawings of the present application are objected to as 
failing to comply with 37 C.F.R. §1.84(p)(4) based upon incorrect names used in conjunction 
with four reference numerals. Requested amendments to the specification are provided above, 
and address the objections raised by the Examiner. Accordingly, entry of the specification 
amendments and withdrawal of the specification objections are respectfully requested. 

On pages 2 and 3 of the Office Action, claims 59 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as being anticipated by United States Patent Number 6,536,194 issued to Minardi. 
Claims 59 and 60 are hereby canceled without prejudice. Accordingly, withdrawal of the 
rejections of claims 59 and 60 is respectfully requested. 

On pages 3-5 of the Office Action, claims 1-3, 7-16, 18, 20-22, 26-35, 37, 39, and 40 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Minardi in view of United States 
Patent Number 6,527,500 issued to Gelardi and United States Patent Number 5,664,405 issued to 
Perego. Also, on pages 5 and 6 of the Office Action, claims 4-6, 17, 19, 23-25, 36, and 38 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Minardi in view of Gelardi and 
Perego, and further in view of United States Patent Number 4,949,526 issued to Brogna. 

In the Examiner's Interview with the undersigned Applicant's Representative on May 13, 
2004, the remarks presented in the Amendment filed on October 17, 2003 were discussed, as was 
the operation of the "contrast means" 18 disclosed in Minardi. In the Examiner's Interview, the 
Examiner noted that further claim language regarding the relationship between the inclined 
surface and the case would be helpful in clarifying the independent claims of the present 
application. Accordingly, the following proposed claim language (regarding relative movement 
or relative motion between the inclined surface and the case to be opened) was read to the 
Examiner: 
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the relative motion (or relative movement) "causing at least one of the case to be pushed 
in a direction toward and against the inclined surface and the inclined surface to be 
pushed in a direction toward and against the case to change the case from a state in which 
the case is closed to a state in which the lid is separated from the housing" 

In the Examiner's Interview, the Examiner noted that the claim language quoted above, 
in addition to the other elements and limitations of claim 1, would distinguish claim 1 from 
Minardi. Accordingly, the Applicant hereby amends claim 1 to include this claim language. 
Neither Gelardi nor Perego teach, describe, or suggest the use on an inclined surface to contact 
and generate initial separation between a lid and a housing of a case. Therefore, neither Gelardi 
nor Perego address the deficiencies of Minardi. The Applicant therefore respectfully requests 
withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of claim 1. 

The claim text discussed above is also hereby added to independent claims 20 and 39. 
The remarks presented above regarding amended claim 1 apply equally to amended claims 20 
and 39. The Applicant therefore respectfully requests withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
rejections of claims 20 and 39. 

Claims 2-19, 21-38, and 40 are each ultimately dependent upon amended claims 1, 20, 
and 39, respectively, and are allowable based upon amended claims 1, 20, and 39 and upon other 
features, elements, and limitations claimed in claims 2-19, 21-38, and 40 but not discussed 
herein. 
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It is respectfully submitted that the claims as amended are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is respectfully requested. The Applicant kindly requests that the 
Examiner telephone the undersigned Applicant's Representative at (414) 225-8266 in the event a 
telephone discussion would be helpful in advancing the prosecution of the present application. 



File No. 76510-9001-00 
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4108 
(414) 271-6560 



Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher B. Austin 
Reg. No. 41,592 
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